» Rashed Al Shashai | Organic Carpet <

Rashed Al Shashai's installation "Organic Carpet"—formally
inspired by cultural icons like the traditional Oriental carpet and
the legendary Flying Carpet—reflects in spirit on 21,39's
contemporary "l Love You, Urgently" theme: a dire warning
made of flying plastic, magically hovering above the viewer,
partially transparent and creating different impressions as

natural light fades into the artificial.

How organic is plastic? The artist claims that, as the product of oil, a fossil fuel, one can almost argue that
plastic is an organic product, because the fossils were once living organisms millions of years ago. Burning
fossil fuel or the chemical process of making plastic, however, seem far from being organic, rather
unsustainable.

The artist plays with several concepts here, using the form of an intricate Oriental carpet as base, from
which to consider collective memory factors such as time, beliefs, customs, habits, elements, durability,
cultural context, myth, intricacy, production, sources, material, and the validity of modern passions
surrounding the concept of organic. In an era of fake news, fake products and fake labeling, art here
challenges the viewer to question his or her own approach to what is true.

“The future lies in plastics!” That is what a recent college graduate aptly portrayed by Dustin Hoffman is
lectured by an enterprising neighbor in the movie The Graduate (1967). The band Jefferson Airplane end
their hippie-era Surrealistic Pillow album in that same year with a "Plastic Fantastic" song.

Decades later, most contemporary college grads are fashionably anti-plastic. Plastic packaging and
products are frowned upon yet ubiquitously consumed. In many industrialized countries, garbage is
sometimes strictly separated into bio-degradable organic waste and recyclables. Unfortunately, in large
parts of the world—with notable exceptions like the thin-plastic ban in Bangladesh or Rwanda—, plastic
is cheap to produce and abundant, yet not properly handled when discarded.

Plastic waste fills the oceans, polluting the water and harming sea creatures. The artist proves by his

"carpet's" durability that this is a lasting curse: Despite being exposed to the harsh local climate's elements
of sun, wind, salt and humidity, it will last and last. Perhaps to outlast its producer, man.

Is the modern world doomed by our plastic lifestyle? Actually, how organic is a drink, a fruit, a meal that
is flown around half the world and requires plastic packaging we cannot rid ourselves of? Is everything or
nothing in this world organic?

Step under Rashed Al Shashai's installation and take a magic carpet ride outside of your usual thinking
patterns. “Flying carpets are a figment of the imagination,” says the artist; his fake one, made of cheap,
mass-produced, machine-made plastic, not intricately woven in expensive silk thread, hangs here, bound
in defiance of the elements. How bound is mankind to defy the laws of nature? (caz)

Rashed Al Shashai, born 1977 in Al Baha, is a prominent figure of the contemporary Saudi art scene, a
conceptual artist and arts educator.



b 5l Balaal) — adadd) 231, ¢

U 5V e AN Aalill (e oo susal) 5 yilall Balaaadl ain i) A 4] Al peatll
zol Cun e Sy — ) sk 5 jilall o) g Agaliall A8 Al salad) Jie 28
¢ yidal) elusull @)‘J\ LAY 2l Love You, Urgently YV, Y9 0 aled &)m)d\
sy Ladie Adbise cile Lol (5l 5 T e el 0 o) ¢ al IS5 aliall (358 slay (3
Leihias muay xphll ¢ gl 4

sl daiil) Clatia e Lot @lindll) ¢ o el L) ae 5 U siae @il () S as
(5 yme e S Of Ly i galay ol o yall audaivg oy sia Y e la jaiua Ta i
35l Gla) o 1 i) cpdle J8 Aa Clglae Le (e ) (b ilS by gea) (Y
el gari Il e Ll il ainal ALl Cllead) 3 ol Gl sia) (e g il
Lelend (8 Y (s a5y guanll e S5 e

dalse A ohill Al (e Sy GllS Batee 5 AL 48 5 Balans JS3 Ladiiane (L sa0e analie o ) (i ay
Y el bl yall ¢ AN Glad) @ saall ¢ ualial) clalall calE (clafieall (e S e laall 3 SIAN
:\_Um:d\ (:).GJ:ATI :\L.\;AS\ ‘C\:adaj\ u.k\}’d\ :\AAA} ‘J\}d\ cJJLAAM

o s Lal Ly jlia /4y jlie 5 aalisall (Al sanhy (A 1 Ciliamsall 5 480 0 Cilaiiall g i 30 JLAY) jeme A

a3 s Al ladsp (i sp 5z ATl G mala g A ) S5 4l A sall s elld Tl 8 ey i)
Jefferson sl s i 48 58 0f LS (141Y) The Graduate <u sl s 13 amsall Alill (35 jalaa (5 n a4l
Plastic Jade elind) duely L3l ) 8 Surrealistic Pillow asdl 3 Gamed) 4dal 4l Cana s Airplane

Fantastic.

Cilaiall g el Cadaill jlay iudlll Guiaalie G pealaall Cladall a)d alans maal gy b ay
o b ISy deadll aty deliall Glald) e SN A S JS 8 ellgin @l aa (ST cdd o se ya e T el AS000)
ssms s — el (pe 54 ol ia) b el iy Leay oy soll soleY AN Gty ((Jlaill AL 2 el L)
g g Lasd ) LUl 26 yiag — i)y of (aadlay 8 Cauddll @l Lo (g jiall HlasliS 3 gale ol il
Ade Galiiill e dagli ) seay axe Jaladll iy Y (K1

Al Aiad o3 o (L) s cAialans oyt e gyl LS slaall 5 5 eciUasmal) Shas bl il
ol i 5 aiasinn Lgald A 5ha 5 =SV 5 2Ll 5 Gl Jia cdpnddll Lpnaall Ldaall LALiall Jal gall g 2 (e a2 5l
V) clgrinay a8 (o ol g BBl 2ey B Gl Layyl g W) il

¢ ilanll€ Ay gumall ol sall Ja3 48y o Gl ¢ yaY) ol 5 8 ¢SSl Ll Jaaty Lo sSae ()6 (o sl allall e (€ Ja
Al 138 A e i S ()5S Ja faie Ll Galds o) aobat Y Tadas callaty G ,¥1 5 S0 Cauas I il ) 5 4S) )
05 Y sl Ligeae

ol 3alieall o S5 Blai s Alay b 5l solaad) (e e deal 5 i) A3, AW 3 il ) 2
@ 5 cpan I il e AVL A jlad CliaSh de siaall @i 3l sl oS3 glil) J 5y (Joad) Ge e (4 ikl
S (gl iall 05 S pualinll 5 Jal gall dania Uia ddlaa (el g all (e da gty el il (S gna ()5S Y

Chalall (il Al agaat i 1 5a

u\_\SMiLASCFM\gJM\@ﬂ\CM\‘;LEJJDWJA} ‘\%Vveu\@:\;u‘dghﬁwc‘fﬁ.ﬁmﬂ\m‘J
O a5 aaalia Calia (g gual



